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The City of Albany/Albany Transit System
Transit Development Plan

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

The City of Albany operates as the governing board of the Albany Transit System (ATS)

and has developed a Transit Development Plan (TDP) for ATS services. The TDP is a

five year plan for transit and mobility needs, cost and revenue projections, and

community transit goals, objectives, and policies. The main purpose of this study is to

develop a TDP that serves as a planning tool and needs based document. The TDP

service recommendations are based on the needs within the City of Albany and the

surrounding areas. The recommendations are above the available ATS budget and

should be considered when additional funding is available.

STUDY AREA AND DEMOGRAPHICS

The City of Albany is located in Dougherty County in southwestern Georgia and is

bordered on the north by Lee and Terrell Counties, on the east by Worth County, on the

south by Mitchell and Baker Counties, and the west by Calhoun County. The City of

Albany’s population is concentrated primarily in the central portion of the City. For the

purpose of this TDP, the study area encompasses the entire City of Albany, as

designated by the ATS service area.

POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT

The population of the City of Albany has decreased from 76,939 in 2000 to 75,335 in

2006, a decrease of more than 2 percent. Albany is decreasing in population while the

State of Georgia grew by approximately 14 percent during this same time period.

Figures ES-1 and ES-2 illustrates the 2000 population and employment densities by

census block group. As can be seen in Map ES-2, the employment density is high in the

northwest section of the City.
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Figure ES-1
Population Density by Block Group (2000)

Figure ES-2
Employment Density by Block Group (2000)
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Figure ES-3
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Figure ES-4
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ATS DRIVER SURVEY

As part of ATS's TDP update process, a brief survey was developed and distributed to

the agency’s bus drivers. Because the bus drivers are in direct contact with the riders

every day, they are a valuable source of information concerning public opinion and

attitude about ATS's daily operation. The drivers were asked to rank from 1 to 9 a list of

possible improvements to ATS service, with 1 being the most helpful and 9 being the

least helpful. The service improvements recommended by the drivers are presented

below.


