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Section 1
INTRODUCTION

The Transit Development Plan (TDP) is the strategic guide for public transportation in
the City of Albany over the next five years. The TDP includes an evaluation of existing
services, a review of demographic and travel behavior characteristics of the service
area, a summary of local transit policies, the development of proposed transit
enhancements, and the preparation of a five-year implementation plan that provides
guidance for Albany Transit System (ATS) during the five-year planning horizon. The
current effort for which this TDP has been prepared for is 2009-2014. The TDP is the
source for determining the types of projects and their priority in the public transportation
component of the Dougherty Area Regional Transportation Study (DARTS)
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The plan must also be consistent with the
approved local government comprehensive plans and the MPO’s Long-Range
Transportation Plan. The City of Albany/Albany Transit System is responsible for the
completion of the TDP.

OVERVIEW OF PROJECT APPROACH

The process for developing the TDP is composed of five major tasks. All five TDP tasks

are summarized below.

Task 1. Compile Base Data & Public Input — Data were collected and reviewed in this
task, the results of which serve as a starting point for the analyses to be performed in
subsequent tasks of the project. A variety of public involvement efforts were undertaken
as part of this task. Public involvement conducted as part of the TDP development

includes a passenger terminal survey, stakeholder interviews, and public workshops.

Task 2: ldentify & Evaluate Existing Transit Services — This task identified all existing
transit services being provided in the City of Albany. In addition to the inventory of
existing services, several transit analyses were performed to assess the performance of
the current transit operation. Those analyses include a peer review, a trend analysis,

and a transit capacity and supply evaluation.
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Task 3: Estimate Demand & Assess Needs — Transit demand and mobility needs were
assessed for the study area using analytical techniques and results from the public

involvement efforts.

Task 4: Identify Goals & Initiatives — This task involves reviewing and updating the goals,
objectives, and initiatives for public transportation in the study area, which were updated

based on the results of technical analyses and public involvement.

Task 5: Formulate Five-Year Transit Development Plan — This task involved the

preparation of a draft and final TDP. Additional objectives of the TDP include:

* Assess the need for transit services

» Determine appropriate type and level of transit services

« Identify current and planned local transit resources

 Evaluate existing services

* Outline capital and operating expenses for proposed service development
* Identify potential and expected funding sources

* Identify a staged implementation plan supporting the cost-affordable TDP
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Section 2
STUDY AREA DEMOGRAPHICS

This section reviews the study area in the context of the TDP development process.
Included in this review are a physical description of the study area, population profile and
trends, demographic characteristics, and journey-to-work characteristics. A series of
maps also are used to illustrate selected population, demographic, and journey-to-work

characteristics. The primary data source is the 2000 Census.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF STUDY AREA

The City of Albany is located in Dougherty County and southwestern Georgia. The City
is bordered on the north by Lee and Terrell Counties, on the east by Worth County, on
the south by Mitchell and Baker Counties, and the west by Calhoun County. The City of
Albany’s population is concentrated primarily in the central portion of the City. The City
has approximately 55 square miles of land area. Map 2-1 gives a physical

representation of the City and its route network.

POPULATION PROFILE

Population estimates for 2006 were the latest estimates available at the time this report
was prepared. As shown in Table 2-1, the 2006 population estimate for the City of
Albany was 75,335 — a decrease of 2 percent, or a population decrease of approximately
1,604 people, since 2000. Note that Albany is decreasing in population between 2000
and 2006, while the state of Georgia grows by approximately 14 percent during this
same time period in terms of the percent change in population growth and population
density. Albany’s population density is greater than the state of Georgia, with 1,385.50
persons per square mile. Maps 2-2 and 2-3 illustrate the population and employment

densities for 2000 by census block groups.
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Map 2-1
Existing Transit Network
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Table 2-1
Population Characteristics

% Change
2000 2006 (2000-2006)
Population Data Albany | Georgia | Albany | Georgia | Albany | Georgia
Persons 76,939 | 8,186,453 75,335 | 9,342,080 | -2.08% | 14.12%
Households 28,620 | 3,007,678 30,251 | 3,376,763 | 5.70% | 12.27%
Number of Workers 33,888 | 4,129,666 33,068 | 4,754,588 | -2.42% | 15.13%
Land Area (square miles) 55.53 | 57,906.14 55.53 | 57,906.14 | 0.00% 0.00%
Water Area (square
miles) 0.33 | 1,518.63 0.33| 1,518.63 | 0.00% 0.00%
Person per Household 2.69 3.88 2.49 2.76 | -7.43% | -28.87%
Workers per Household 1.18 1.96 1.09 1.41 | -7.63% | -28.06%
Persons per Square Mile
of Land Area 1,385.50 141.4 | 1,356.65 161.33 | -2.08% | 14.09%
Workers per Square mile
of Land Area 610.3 71.32 595.5 82.11 | -2.43% | 15.13%

Source: 2000 Census, 2006 Census Population Estimates, 2006 American Community Survey

Table 2-2 provides population trends for the City of Albany for 1990, 2000, and 2006. As
shown in the table, the percent change from 1990 to 2000 indicates that Albany’'s

population decreased by 1.5 percent.

indicate that the population has decreased by more than 3.5 percent.

From 1990 to 2006, the population estimates

Table 2-2
City of Albany Population Trends
% Change | % Change | % Change
Geographic Area 1990 2000 2006 1990-2000 | 2000-2006 | 1990-2006
City of Albany 78,122 76,939 75,335 -1.51% -2.08% -3.57%

Source: 1990 and 2000 Census of Population; 2006 Census Population Estimates
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